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Prof. Shwartz is a socio-ecologist, who specializes in theoretically-grounded applied research into how 

to promote environmental stewardship and human well-being. People just like you and me have caused 

a huge environmental and climate crisis that also impacts biodiversity by pushing many species to the 

brink of extinction and beyond. Doing something about this is one of the most urgent problems globally. 

As human activity drives this crisis, the solutions to it are largely dependent on the way we will behave 

in the future, thus knowledge from social and natural sciences is needed to promote environmental 

stewardship. Assaf’s interdisciplinary research seeks sustainable solutions to plan and manage human-

dominated landscapes by finding a subtle balance between people’s well-being and biodiversity 

conservation.  

Assaf graduated in Biology and Geography at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he continued 

to do his MSc in Ecology, studying urban ecology and invasion biology. He gained his PhD in urban 

ecology at the Sorbonne University and Natural History Museum, in Paris, France. From 2012, he was 

a postdoctoral research associate working on the relationship between biodiversity and ecosystem 

services (Natural History Museum) and then large-scale conservation initiatives at DICE, University of 

Kent (UK). He formed the Human and Biodiversity research group at the end of 2014 in the Faculty 

Architecture and of Town Planning. In his lab, he uses state-of-the-art methods and technologies (e.g., 

eye tracking, innovative animal tracking system) to study humans and wildlife.  

The cutting-edge research conducted in his lab is gaining much interest as apparent by the number of 

prizes, fellowships and awards Prof. Shwartz and his students have won, the ability to win highly 

competitive and applied grants and the fact his research is published in top quality journals. For instance, 

in an ongoing ERC project, he combines theories and methods from public health, environmental 

psychology, ecology and planning. This project seeks to optimize the use of Nature-based Solutions for 

reducing the environmental and ecological footprints of cities, while maximizing health and well-being 

of city-dwellers and their equality. In other projects, the lab takes a proactive approach to experimentally 

demonstrate how one can influence people’s nature-related behaviors and the positive cascading effects 

these can have on well-being. In rural environments, Prof. Shwartz adopt methods from economy, 

sociology and ecology to understand what farmers think about biodiversity-friendly practices, and how 

implementing these practices influences farmer’s livelihood and biodiversity conservation. The 

research highlights solutions for meeting the rising food demand with minimum impact on biodiversity, 

showing that economic aspects outweigh ecological ones.  

To date, Prof. Shwartz has published over 40 peer-reviewed articles in leading journals in his fields of 

research (Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment; Journal of Applied Ecology; Conservation 

Biology; Global Environmental Change; Science). His research was cited 2250 times, with h-index = 

21 and i10-index = 28- according to Google Scholar. Prof. Shwartz was awarded the distinguished 

Morton and Beverly Rachel Award for Excellence in Research in 2021.  For his teaching, in seven 

years, Assaf was awarded six times the Technion awards for outstanding lecturers (best 4%) and three 

times a commendation mark (best 12%). On top of these achievements, it is worth noting that the 

research in Prof. Shwartz's lab raises media interest and influences decision makers in government 

bodies, for example, his research on wildlife crossing structures and ecological corridors (Israeli 

planning administration, INPA), the design of nature campsites (INPA), strengthening the connection 

to nature (Netanya Municipality) and a strategic plan for ecological corridors (Tel Aviv District 

planning administration).  


