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Professor Keren Weinshall is the Vice-Dean at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem’s Faculty of 

Law, and holds the Guth-Dreyfus Chair in Conflict Resolution and Law. Prior to joining the law 

faculty in 2014, Weinshall served as the Founding Director of the Israeli Courts Research 

Division (ICRD). The ICRD was established as an independent applied research unit, under the 

auspices of the Supreme Court of Israel. Its primary mission is to promote evidence-based 

policy making by supplying the chief justice and court management with results of objective 

empirical research. In her role as director of the ICRD (2010-2014), Weinshall initiated the 

inclusion of Israel as an observer state to the European Commission for Efficiency of Justice 

(CEPEJ) in the Council of Europe, and served as the national expert representing the State of 

Israel at the Commission. Previously, Weinshall worked as a legal adviser to the Knesset 

Constitution, Law and Justice Committee (2003-2007). 

  

Weinshall earned an LLB in Law and a BA in Political Science (both magna cum laude, 2003) 

from Tel Aviv University, an MA in Political Science from Hebrew University (valedictorian, 

2007) and a PhD in Political Science from Hebrew University (2012). She was a Visiting 

Researcher at Harvard Law School (2009-2010) and taught as a Visiting Professor at the Max 

Planck Institute in Germany (2015). 

  

Weinshall specializes in empirical research on socio-legal institutions. Her research is 

interdisciplinary in nature and focuses on the relationship between politics and law, with an 

emphasis on judicial decision-making. In her recently published book (Law and Ideology in 

Supreme Court Decision-Making, 2016), she offers quantitative and qualitative analyses of the 

considerations guiding Supreme Court justices in Israel when making judicial decisions, and 

compares the patterns of decision-making in Israel to those of the supreme courts in the U.S. 

and Canada. Her analysis indicates that various institutional characteristics, such as the method 

of appointing judges and the case selection mechanism, are correlated with the relatively low 

level of ideological motivation in judicial decision-making in Israel. For her book, Weinshall 

received the Gorny Prize for Outstanding Young Scholars in Public Law (2016). Weinshall was 

also awarded the Hebrew University’s Rector’s Prize, the Birk Prize for Distinguished Research 

in the Field of Law, grants from the Israeli Centers for Research Excellence (I-core group grant), 

the Israeli Science Foundation and others.  

 

Weinshall has published papers in leading journals, including the Journal of Empirical Legal 

Studies (JELS), Regulation & Governance and Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences (PNAS). 


