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Prof. Maya Schuldiner was born in Israel. After completing her mandatory two years
of military service in 1996, she began studying biology at The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, where she received her BSc, magna cum laude, in 1998 and her MSc and
PhD in genetics in 1999 and 2003. She conducted postdoctoral research in the
Department of Cellular and Molecular Pharmacology at the University of California in
San Francisco until 2008, when she joined the faculty of the Weizmann Institute of
Science.
Research in the Schuldiner lab focuses on understanding the function, structure and
maintenance of organelles. Although nearly 20 years have passed since the publication
of the Saccharomyces cerevisiae genome sequence, over 30% of the proteins that reside
in its organelles have never been studied, and more than half of them do not have a
known biochemical function. Most of these proteins are conserved all the way to
humans, and some have been implicated in diseases. One of the great challenges of the
post-genomic era is, therefore, to use novel methodologies to fill in these gaps in our
knowledge, to uncover the functions of these unstudied proteins, and to delineate
pathways and networks that enable the function and communication of the organelles
in which they reside. The Schuldiner lab is dedicated to uncovering novel functions for
yeast organelle proteins. We do this by employing a wide variety of high throughput
screening techniques complemented by dedicated cell biological, genetic and
biochemical follow ups.
Prof. Schuldiner, author of 40 articles in international peer-reviewed journals, has
received the EMBO (European Molecular Biology Organization) young investigator
award and was chosen in 2014 as one of the forty most promising young scientists
worldwide (“40 under 40”) by the prestigious biology journal Cell. She was recently
selected as a member of the Israel Young Academy. Dr. Schuldiner is married to Dr.
Oren Schuldiner, also an assistant professor at the Weizmann Institute of Science, and
they have three sons: Daniel, Noam and Mattan.
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