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Prof. Khoury-Kassabri is an associate professor at the School of Social Work and Social 

Welfare at the Hebrew University. She is the head of the MSW program and the Advisor 

for Minority Affairs to the Hebrew University President. 

Prof. Khoury-Kassabri completed her Ph.D. at the School of Social Work and 

Social Welfare at the Hebrew University. She received a postdoctoral fellowship at the 

Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago and a Fulbright 

postdoctoral fellowship. Her research focuses on the impact of economic, social and 

political factors (such as poverty, crime, and minority affiliation) on children and 

youths’ development. More specifically, her research focuses on children and 

involvement in delinquent and violent behaviors, both as victims and perpetrators.   

Prof. Khoury-Kassabri has published extensively on school violence and youth 

delinquency. Her work contributes to the theoretical perspective in this area by 

examining school violence within a social-ecological perspective. The goal of her work 

is to understand school violence by integrating various factors at the individual level, 

in addition to identifying the effects of the larger social and school contexts. As part of 

this theoretical approach, school violence is viewed as a whole-school phenomenon that 

includes students’ victimization of teachers as well as teachers’ victimization of 

students.  

In collaboration with the Juvenile Probation Services and Division of At-Risk 

Youth in Israel, she has been conducting several studies exploring factors that 

contribute to youth involvement in delinquency. In these studies she examines whether 

previous theoretical models that have mainly been tested on Western, Christian youth 

are generalizable to non-Western cultures such as Arab and Ethiopian youth. These 

studies have both theoretical and applied implications regarding youth violence and 

delinquency.  

In addition to projects that focus on more traditional conceptualizations of 

violence, she has been collaborating with Prof. Faye Mishna from the University of 

Toronto in research projects addressing the issue of cyber bullying among Canadian 

students. They are conducting a multi-informant mixed method study on the 

motivations for cyber bullying, which uses grounded theory and a longitudinal 

quantitative design to understand some of the nuances of cyber bullying. This study 

explores the views and conceptions of students, parents, and teachers over time and is 

expected to yield important insights that will impact future interventions aimed at 

preventing cyber bullying.  

Overall these studies aim to expand the theoretical literature in the field by 

showing how children’s behavior is a result of the interplay among individual and 



socio- contextual (economic, social and political) factors. Her work has important 

implications for training, policy and interventions to prevent children and youth 

violence and delinquency.  
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